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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
BOX NON-FEE AMENDMENT 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: Date: December 1 7, 2002 

Transmitted herewith for filing is an Amendment/Response in the above-identified Application. 

IS No additional fee is required. 
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If the entry in Col. 1 is less than the entry in Col. 2, write "0" in Col. 3 
If the "Highest No. Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter "20". 

If the "Highest No. Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter "3". The "Highest No. Previously Paid For" 
(Total or Independent) is the highest number found in the appropriate box in Col. 1 of a prior amendment or the number 
of claims originally filed. 

Please charge the Assignee IBM Corporation Deposit Account No. 09-0456 in the amount of $ 0 A duplicate copy of this 
sheet is enclosed. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of the following fees associated with this communication or credit 
any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 09-0456. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

S Any additional filing fees required under 37 C.F.R. §1.16. 

13 Any patent application processing fees under 37 C.F.R. §1.17. 



□ CERTIFICATION OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

I hereby certify that this paper is being facsimile transmitted to 
the Assistant Commissioner for Patents on the date shown below. 

IHI CERTIFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 CFR 1.8 

I hereby certify that I am depositing the enclosed or attached 
correspondence with the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to the Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, 

D.C. 20231, on December 16, 2002 
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Dear Sir: 

Responsive to the Office Action mailed September 25, 2002, please 
reconsider the above-identified application in view of the following amendments 
and remarks. 

In the Claims 




Please cancel claims 29-30 without prejudice. 
Please amend claims ^^/VY^l 2$f25 and 26 as follows. 



1 . (Amended) A method of prepaj/irig an article surface comprising the steps 

2 of: 

3 providing at least two fluids of differing densities such that a fluid interface 

4 exists between eacbr fluid; 



